
__________________________________________Instructors’ Background and Specialisations’ 
 

PROF. DATO’ DR. ZAKARIA HAJI AHMAD 
 
Zakaria Ahmad (“Zack”) is Deputy Vice-Chancellor 

(Research) at the HELP University, Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia. Concurrently, Prof. Zakaria is also the 

Distinguished Fellow of the Malaysian Armed Forces 

Defence College (MPAT), Institute of Diplomacy and 

Foreign Relations (IDFR), Institute of Public Security 

of Malaysia (IPSOM), and Malaysian Institute of 

Defence and Security (MiDAS). Prof. Zack also serves 

as a Board member of the Malaysia – America 

Foundation (MAF). He received his Bachelor of Social Sciences (Hons) from the 

University of Singapore in 1970, his MA from McMaster University in 1971 and 

his PhD in Political Science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 

1977. Prof. Zakaria has taught at the University of Malaya, Science University of 

Malaysia, National University of Singapore, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) 

and University of Ohio (where he held the Tun Abdul Razak Chair, 2000-2003). At 

UKM, he was Dean of Social Sciences and had also headed Political Science and 

Strategic Studies. 
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PROF. DR. K.S. NATHAN 
 

K.S. Nathan holds a B.A. Hons. (Class 2 Upper) in 

History, from the University of Malaya in Kuala 

Lumpur (l97l); Ph.D. in International Relations from 

Claremont Graduate University in California, 

USA(1975); LL.B. Hons(Class 2 Upper) from the 

University of London(1992), Certificate in Legal 

Practice (CLP) from the Legal Profession Qualifying 

Board, Malaysia[April 1996], and LL.M. from the 

University of London [November 1996]. He is also a college-trained teacher 

(Malaysian Teachers College-Regional Training Centre, Kuala Lumpur), having 

obtained a Certificate in Education (Cert.Ed.) in 1966. His previous appointments 

include: Professor of International Relations, University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur 

(1994-2001); and Senior Fellow, Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), 

Singapore (2001-2007), where he also served as Editor of the ISEAS journal 

Contemporary Southeast Asia from 2003-2007. Since April 2007, he took up the 

appointment as a Principal Fellow/Professor in Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, 

Bangi. Prof. Nathan’s teaching, research, and publications are largely in the area 

of international relations and strategic studies including U.S. foreign policy, 

ASEAN’s relations with major external powers (USA, China, Japan, India and EU), 

Malaysian politics and foreign policy, and regional security in Southeast Asia and 

the Asia-Pacific region. He is also the current President of the Malaysian 

Association for American Studies (MAAS), and has served on the Editorial Board of 

the Australian Journal of International Affairs. More recently, Prof. Nathan was 

admitted to the Malaysian Bar as Advocate & Solicitor of the High Court of Malaya 

on 31st July 2015. Currently, he is also a Distinguished Fellow in the Institute of 

Diplomacy & Foreign Relations (IDFR) and the Malaysian Institute of Defence and 

Security (MIDAS). 
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PROF. DR. RASHILA HAJI RAMLI 
 

Rashila Ramli is Director, Principle Fellow and 

Professor of Political Science at the Institute of 

Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS), 

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM). Her areas 

of specialisation include Political Development with 

an emphasis on Gender and Politics, and 

International Politics focusing on Global 

Governance. Her current research is on Social 

Rights, Social Justice and Social Policies (funded 

by DAAD), and Promoting Social Inclusion through Public Policies (funded by 

UNESCO). Some selected publications are: “The Multiple Roles of Rural Women 

during the 1999 Election: The Case of FELDA J8,” in Francis Loh Kok Wah dan 

Johan Saravanamuttu, eds., New Politics in Malaysia (Singapore: ISEAS, 2003); 

“Social Constructivism and Malaysia’s International Relations,” Akademika, Vol. 8, 

No. 1 (2011), pp. 39-51 (with Nor Azizan Idris and Zarina Othman); and Human 

Security in Archipelagic Southeast Asia (Bangi: Penerbit UKM, 2015) (with Sity 

Daud and Zarina Othman). Her involvement within civil society consists of the 

following: President of the Malaysian Social Science Association (PSSM), Assistant 

Secretary General of the National Council of Women’s Organization (NCWO), and 

Regional Council member of the APWLD from 2012-2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



__________________________________________Instructors’ Background and Specialisations’ 
 

ASSOC. PROF. DR. SITY DAUD 
 

Sity Daud is the Chair, School of History, Politics & 

Strategic Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences and 

Humanities, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

(UKM). She obtained her B.A. (Hons.) in Politics 

from Flinders University of South Australia, and 

MSc. in Politics from School of Oriental and African 

Studies (SOAS), University of London, United 

Kingdom. With a PhD in Development Science from 

UKM, she later attended an advanced programme, 

known as Advanced Certificate in Development Economics at University of 

Cambridge, UK. She has over 20 years teaching and research experience in 

political economy with colleagues and graduate students at UKM, together with 

some academic attachments abroad especially at University of British Columbia, 

Monash University, and University of Cambridge. Her broad research interests 

include developmentalist states, social safety nets and elections. She has 

published numerous books and articles on the theme of international political 

economy. Among others, Social Science and Development Studies; Human 

Security and Peace in Archipelagic Southeast Asia; Human Security and Peace in 

Asia Pacific; Politics and Security; Democracy, Leadership and Security and 

numerous articles on state intervention, human security, leadership, social safety 

nets and elections. 
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ASSOC. PROF. DR. KUIK CHENG-
CHWEE 
 

Kuik Cheng-Chwee is an associate professor at 

the Strategic Studies and International 

Relations Programme at the National University 

of Malaysia (UKM). He is the founder of the East 

Asia and International Relations (EAIR) Forum 

at UKM, and an associate member of the 

Institute of China Studies at the University of 

Malaya (UM). Previously he was a postdoctoral 

research associate in the Princeton-Harvard 

China and the World Program (CWP) at the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and 

International Affairs (2013-2014), and a postdoctoral visiting research fellow at the 

University of Oxford (2012-2013). His research focuses on smaller state-big power 

interaction, regional multilateralism, Malaysia’s external policies, China-ASEAN 

relations, and East Asian security. Dr. Kuik’s English and Chinese publications 

have appeared in The Asan Forum (2015 and 2014), Asia-Pacific Bulletin (2015), 

Asian Security (2013), Chinese Journal of International Politics (2013), Asian 

Politics and Policy (2012), Contemporary Southeast Asia (2008 & 2005), Shijie 

Jingji yu Zhengzhi (2004), and various edited books. His essay “The Essence of 

Hedging” was awarded the biennial 2009 Michael Leifer Memorial Prize by the 

Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) for the best article published in any 

of its three ISEAS journals. Dr. Kuik has held visiting fellowships at the Chinese 

Academy of Social Sciences, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, Lee 

Kong Chian Reference Library (Singapore), American University’s ASEAN Studies 

Center, and the Centre for Strategic and International Studies (Jakarta). Cheng-

Chwee received his PhD from the Johns Hopkins University and an M.Litt. from 

the University of St. Andrews. He can be contacted at cckuik@gmail.com. 
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ASSOC. PROF. DR. RAVICHANDRAN 
MOORTHY 
 

Ravichandran Moorthy is an Associate Professor in 

the Strategic Studies and International Relations 

Programme, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

(UKM), where he teaches International Relations 

and Asia Pacific Security. Prior to his University 

position, he was a senior officer in the cadre of 

Diplomatic and Administrative Service, in the 

Malaysian civil service. He served in several 

positions at the Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign 

Relations (IDFR), Malaysia and the National Institute of Public Administration 

(INTAN) and as Head of Multilateral Division, Ministry of Science, Technology and 

Innovation, Malaysia. He is active in several UNESCO working groups in the 

Ethics and Climate Change in Asia and the Pacific (ECCAP) project. He is 

currently the President of Asia Pacific Forum on Ethics and Social Justice, Vice 

President for the Asian Bioethics Association and Academic Group member of the 

Indian Ocean Rim Association of Regional Cooperation (IORARC). In 2008, he was 

part of the Malaysian delegation to the World Economic Forum, Davos, 

Switzerland. He has also participated as part of the Malaysian delegation in the 

Malaysia-India Strategic Partnership Dialogue in New Delhi in Mac 2012, 

organised by ISIS Malaysia. He was also appointed by UNESCO as regional expert 

for consultation on the revision to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. He 

is often consulted by foreign governments and Malaysian government agencies 

and the media on international relations issues Currently, Dr. Ravi is the Editor-

in-Chief for JEBAT: Malaysian Journal of History, Politics and Strategic Studies. 

He is also on the editorial board of several other local and international journals. 

He sits on several panels on ASEAN Community Initiatives at Wisma Putra, MITI, 

and Jabatan Perpaduan Malaysia. Dr Ravi is a fellow of Salzburg Global Seminar 

in 2012. His research interests include Asia Pacific security, Indian Ocean 

geopolitics and environmental security and ethics. 
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ASSOC. PROF. DR. SUFIAN JUSOH 
 

Sufian Jusoh is a Senior Research Fellow at the 

Institute of Malaysian and International Studies 

(IKMAS) Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia; Senior 

External Fellow of the World Trade Institute 

(WTI), Switzerland; and a Distinguished Fellow at 

the Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign Relations, 

Malaysia. He is also the Chairman of the Africa-

Asia Expert Group on the Customary 

International Law. Dr. Sufian’s expertise is in 

international trade, international investment and 

intellectual property management. He coordinates WTI’s consultancy and training 

programmes in the field of international trade and investment in Southeast Asia. 

He has been a consultant in many countries and international organisations. 

These include the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, the 

World Intellectual Property Organisation, APEC High Level Policy Dialogue on 

Biotechnology, Asian Development Bank, World Bank and ASEAN. Sufian is a 

Barrister-at-Law of Lincoln’s Inn, London and holds a Doctor in Law (summa Cum 

Laude) from the University of Bern, Switzerland. He has authored several books 

and journal articles. These include “Free Trade Agreements and Implications on 

Public Health: An Analysis of FTA of Selected ASEAN Member Countries,” Asian 

Journal Of WTO and International Health Law and Policy (2009), “The Challenges 

of Biotechnology in International Trade Regulation” (with S. Biber-Klemm, T. 

Cottier, and M. Temmerman) in T.Cottier and P. Delimatsis, The Prospects of 

International Trade Regulation (Cambridge University Press, 2011); and “ASEAN 

Investment Agreements: A Tool of Economic Diplomacy in the Meeting the 

Objectives of ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint,” Journal of Diplomacy and 

Foreign Relations (2014). 
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DR. GUIDO BENNY 
 

Dr. Guido Benny is a Senior Lecturer at the 

School of History, Politics and Strategy, Universiti 

Kebangsaan (National University of) Malaysia 

(UKM). He obtained his Doctor of Philosophy in 

Strategic and Security Studies at Universiti 

Kebangsaan Malaysia in 2013 and continued his 

postdoctoral studies at UKM’s Institute of 

Malaysian and International Studies (IKMAS) 

between 2013 and 2014. The focus of his 

research is East Asia and Southeast Asia 

international relations, particularly on security, regional integration, and the 

ASEAN Community initiative, public opinion and participation, and economic 

development and security. In the last five years he has authored 15 refereed 

journal articles, 13 papers and 6 books. He can be contacted at 

guidobenny@ukm.edu.my or guidobenny@gmail.com. Parts of the academic work 

is uploaded at https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Guido_Benny/contributions.  
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DR. CHIN KOK FAY 
 

Chin Kok Fay is lecturer in the Strategic Studies 

and International Relations Programme, and 

coordinator of the Master of Social Sciences in East 

Asian Studies programme, Faculty of Social 

Sciences and Humanities, National University of 

Malaysia (UKM). He is associate editor of Jebat: 

Malaysian Journal of History, Politics and Strategy. 

After acquiring his B.A. in Economics and Master of 

Economics from University of Malaya, he went on to 

obtain post-graduate training in heterodox economics in Cambridge University’s 

Advanced Programme on Rethinking Development Economics. He received his 

PhD in International Political Economy from the Graduate Institute of Political 

Economy, National Cheng Kung University, Taiwan. He co-authored Malaysian 

“Bail Out”? Capital Controls, Restructuring and Recovery (Singapore University 

Press, 2005) and has written many chapters in books as well as refereed journal 

articles on finance and development, financial crisis and national security and 

East Asian financial and monetary regionalism. His consultancy work includes 

working on a country study on Malaysia’s experience in managing external debt 

from early 1980s-mid-2000s for the UNCTAD’s (United Nations Conference on 

Trade and Development) project on Capacity Building for Debt Sustainability in 

Developing Countries. Lately his teaching and research focus has expanded to 

include health and food security. Currently he is working on an international non-

governmental organisation’s research project on the impact of ASEAN Economic 

Community on food security. 
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DR. KARMINDER SINGH DHILLON 
 

Karminder Singh Dhillon (PhD, Boston) heads the 

Cluster for Expertise Development at the National 

Institute of Public Administration (INTAN). He had 

previously served in the areas of Research, 

Training, Policy Analysis and Human Resource 

Planning at the Prime Ministers Department, 

Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign Relations 

(IDFR) and the Ministry of Defence. He has served 

as adjunct lecturer teaching foreign policy 

analysis, defence policy and strategic studies at University Malaya (UM), the 

National University of Malaysia (UKM) and the National Defence College (MPAT) for 

over a decade. He obtained his educational and professional qualifications from 

Harvard, Boston, Nottingham and Beijing National Defence Universities. He is the 

author of Malaysian Foreign Policy in the Mahathir Era 1981-2003: The Dilemmas 

of Development (Singapore: NUS Press 2009). 
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DR. HOO CHIEW-PING 
 

Hoo Chiew-Ping is a lecturer in the Strategic 

Studies and International Relations Program at the 

National University of Malaysia (UKM). She has 

recently completed her PhD dissertation on the 

impact of US-ROK statecraft on North Korean 

provocative behaviour. In 2010, she was a Korea 

Foundation Field Research Fellow at Seoul 

National University. In the following year, she 

obtained Academy of Korean Studies’ research 

fellowship to continue data collection. She 

conducts lectures on strategic studies, Asian security, policy analysis, case 

studies method, and foreign policy making of the great and middle powers. She 

can be reached at hoo@ukm.edu.my. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


