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'Engag with sians overseas ' 
DI SEMINATING KNOWLEDGE: Diplomatic missions must forge ties with Malaysian diaspora, says Muhyiddin 
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M
ALAYSIAN diplomatic 
missions overseas must 

" regularly engage and es
tablish contact with the Malaysian 
diaspora to promote mutual ben
efit between Malaysia and their 
host countries. 

Deputy Prime Minister Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin said there were 
about one million Malaysians liv
ing abroad. Malaysia has diplomat
ic missions in lOS countries. 

He said developing regular con
tact with the Malaysian diaspora 
could assist envoys in carrying out 
their responsibilities more effec
tively in their host countries. 

The Malaysian diaspora could al
help promote Malaysia inter

nationally by keeping an open 
communication channel through 
social Inedia, for example, he 
said. 

"They can help explain events or 
incidents taking place in Malaysia. 
Our country has done well to make 
itself known worldwide, but there 
are still many who do not know 
about us," said Muhyiddin in a 
speech at the 8th Heads of Mission 
Conference at the Institute of 

and Foreign Relations 
yesterday. 

The conference was aimed at en
suring Malaysian foreign policy 
was in line with new developments 
as well as highlighting issues and 
strategic interests to keep foreign 
missions abreast of the nation's 
developments. 

Muhyiddin reiterated that am
bassadors, diplomats, high com
missioners and consular-generals 
should continue to project a pos
itive image of the country at all 

times and communicate their po
sitions on various issues effective
ly. 

" 

He described Malaysian diplo
matic missions as frontline rep
resentatives of the government, 
with an important role to form and 
influence public opinion about the 
country. 

. Muhyiddin related the impact of 
social media in the run-up to the 

-13th General Election, which he 
said had shaped public opinion, 
particularly among the youths. 

"Some argued that it was a step 
towards a more open form of 
democracy but experience has 
taught us that social media can be 
abused. 

"Rumours and accusations can 
spread like wildfire, including 
among the Malaysian community 
living abroad. 

"We h a v e  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  
Malaysians and foreigners alike 
that this is not what democracy is 
all about. It is also about the cit
izens' right to vote, the guarantee 
of the rule of law and accountable 
governance. 

"I would like to reiterate the cru
cial role you have in projecting a 

ositive image of Malaysia abroad, 
a n d  to i n s t i l  co nfi d e n c e  in 
Malaysia's continued stability and 
sound governance among the in
ternational community." 

"The fact that people are able to 
use social media freely, albeit with
in the ambit of our laws, is an 
indication of a robust democracy." 

Improved engagement with 
M laysians living abr ad could al
so help to reverse the brain drain, 
where talents leave their home 
countries for better opportunities 
in developed nations, that had af
fected many countries. 

Muhyiddin also called for 
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ing synergy between Malaysian 
diplomatic missions and Talent 
Corp, which was set up to provide 
incentives to attract Malaysian ex
perts to return home to work. 

"Malaysian diplomatic Inissions 
and Talent Corp should 
each others' strengths to reach out 
to Malaysians abroad and raise 
awareness about the opportunities 
back home. 
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"Talent Corp will b  able to pro
vide information on the type of 
experts Malaysia needs while our 
diplomatic missions can assist in 
disserrtinating (related) informa

tion among other Malaysians in 
their host country." 

Also present was Deputy Foreign 
Minister ·Datuk Hamzah Zainud
din. 


