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The book was selected through an arduous process by an esteemed selection committee

By TMR [ Pic by BERNAMA

THE “Malaysia-Singapore: 50 Years of Contentions 1965-2015" book penned by Tan Sri Abdul Kadir Mohamad is named the 2021
Outstanding International Relations Book Award.
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The award ceremony, the first of its kind, was organised by the Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign Relations (IDFR), Ministry of
Foreign Affairs yesterday.

The book was selected through an arduous process by an esteemed selection committee of five members from books written
by local author and published between 2015 and 2020, within the field of diplomacy and international relations.

“This award is important in appreciating Tan Sri Abdul Kadir Mohamad'’s contribution to the repository on diplomacy and foreign
relations, while at the same time, to further encourage more Malaysian authors and writers to produce a high-quality and
engaging publication,” IDFR said in a statement.
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The author gives a first-person narrative of the seemingly endless behind-the-scenes episodes that have brought the love-hate
relationship between the two countries to where they are today.

Abdul Kadir further delves into the vast reservoir of information on the rocky bilateral relationship to provide a reasonable
argument over why Malaysia has behaved as it has since 1965.

Exhaustive records of, among others, minutes, letters and documents are brought to light to substantiate the Malaysian view in
relation to issues of contention with Singapore.

Coming from an insider with more than four eventful decades in the Malaysian Foreign Service, it will be an eye opener for many.

The IDFR-Al Bukhary Book Award 2021 was held in conjunction with IDFR’s 30th anniversary, officiated by Foreign Minister Datuk
Saifuddin Abdullah, and the award was presented by Saifuddin himself. — TMR
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