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میْحَِّرلٱ نِمٰحَّْرلٱ ِّٰ)ٱ مِسِْب ِ 
 
SALUTATION 
 
1) His Excellency José Ramos-Horta 

President of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste 
 
2) Excellencies  
 
3) Tan Sri-Tan Sri / Dato’ Seri-Dato Seri / Dato’-Dato’ / Datin-Datin 

 
4) Distinguished guests 

 
5) Ladies and gentlemen 
 
 

Assalamualaikum w.b.t. and a very good afternoon. 

 

1. It is a great pleasure to be here today for the launch of The Rising 

Sun: Timor-Leste’s Journey to Peace and Development and the 

Distinguished Lecture by His Excellency José Ramos-Horta, 

President of the Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste and Nobel 

Peace Prize Laureate. 

 

2. This event comes at a particularly significant moment. Amid growing 

global uncertainty, it offers an opportunity to reflect on the enduring 

values of peace, resilience and international cooperation. Few 

national journeys illustrate these ideals more compellingly than that 

of Timor-Leste. 
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Distinguished guests, 
 

3. The story of Timor-Leste is one of perseverance in the face of 

adversity, nation-building through determination, and an unwavering 

commitment to peace. 

 

4. Over the years, Malaysia has had the privilege of witnessing this 

journey firsthand and supporting Timor-Leste as it transformed from 

a newly independent nation into a confident and valued member of 

the regional community. 

 
5. Malaysia’s support for Timor-Leste has been driven by a genuine 

belief that the peace, stability and prosperity of one Southeast Asian 

nation, contributes to the strength of the region as a whole.  

 
6. From our participation in peacekeeping efforts following the 1999 

referendum to becoming the first country to establish a Liaison 

Office in Dili and the first ASEAN Member State to open an Embassy 

there, Malaysia has remained a steadfast partner in Timor-Leste’s 

development. 

 
7. Our cooperation has since expanded beyond diplomacy to 

encompass institutional structure, capacity building, defence 

cooperation, education, technical and vocational education training 

(TVET) and the Malaysian Technical Cooperation Programme 

(MTCP).  
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8. We are particularly proud of the contribution Malaysia has made in 

helping to lay the foundation of Timor-Leste’s Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs and in training its first generation of diplomats in the art of 

diplomacy, which remains a testament of the close ties between our 

two countries. 

 
9. Malaysia has consistently supported and championed Timor-Leste’s 

integration into ASEAN, culminating in its accession as ASEAN’s 

11th Member State. The accession reflects not only the 

determination of the Timorese people, but also ASEAN’s 

commitment to a more inclusive future for Southeast Asia. 

 
10. Timor-Leste’s membership strengthens ASEAN in many ways. It 

brings an additional regional voice that reinforces ASEAN’s long-

standing commitment to maintaining peace, stability and strategic 

autonomy amid an increasingly complex geopolitical environment.  

 
11. Its participation in the ASEAN Economic Community is also 

expected to support economic reforms, strengthen the investment 

climate and contribute to the growth and dynamism of our regional 

market. 

 

12. Timor-Leste’s accession to the Southeast Asia Nuclear Weapon-

Free Zone Treaty further expands the geographical scope of this 

important regional instrument and reinforces our collective 

aspiration for Southeast Asia to remain a Zone of Peace, Freedom 

and Neutrality.  

 
 
 



[IDFR – 05062026] 
 

5 
 

 
13. Together, these developments demonstrate that Timor-Leste’s 

integration into ASEAN is not only beneficial for Timor-Leste, but 

also contributes to a stronger, more cohesive ASEAN. 

 
14. Many of the experiences and lessons from Timor-Leste's 

development journey are captured in The Rising Sun: Timor-Leste's 

Journey to Peace and Development, which I am pleased to launch 

today. 

 
15. I would like to congratulate the Institute of Diplomacy and Foreign 

Relations (IDFR) on the publication of this important work. 

 
16. More than a historical account, the book chronicles Timor-Leste’s 

transition from conflict to independence and nation-building, while 

capturing the determination, courage and unity of the Timorese 

people. The title “The Rising Sun” itself symbolises renewal, hope 

and a nation emerging stronger from adversity. 

 
17. The book highlights lessons that remain relevant today: the value of 

reconciliation as a foundation of peace; the importance of strong 

institutions, inclusive governance and capacity building; and the role 

of partnerships in supporting national development.  

 
18. It is therefore fitting that this publication is in itself the product of 

trilateral cooperation among Malaysia, Australia and Timor-Leste. In 

many ways, the collaboration behind this publication mirrors one of 

its central messages - that progress is most sustainable when 

supported by dialogue, cooperation and a shared commitment to 

common goals. 
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Distinguished guests, 
 

19. As we gather today, we do so at a time of profound uncertainty in 

international affairs. Geopolitical tensions are rising, conflicts 

continue to inflict immense human suffering, and the foundations of 

the international order are being tested.  

 

20. At moments such as these, the experiences of countries that have 

worked through conflict and pursued sustainable peace offer 

valuable perspectives.  

 
21. Timor-Leste’s journey from struggle and uncertainty towards 

stability and nation-building provides useful lessons on the 

challenges and opportunities involved in building a more peaceful 

and resilient future. 

 
22. It is in this spirit that we are honoured to have His Excellency 

President José Ramos-Horta to deliver a Distinguished Lecture on 

‘Navigating Turbulent Times, Pursuing Peace’.  
 

23. And as a Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, his life’s work serves as a 

powerful reminder that dialogue, reconciliation and diplomacy 

remain indispensable tools in overcoming divisions and fostering 

lasting peace. 

 
24. The theme of today’s lecture reminds us that achieving peace is 

never accidental. It must be actively pursued, nurtured and 

defended. Timor-Leste’s own experience demonstrates that peace 

requires resilience, inclusive development, strong institutions and a 

willingness to look beyond past divisions towards a shared future. 
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Distinguished guests,  
 

25. I believe the lessons reflected in this publication and the insights that 

will be shared through today’s lecture will reinforce the enduring 

value of diplomacy, dialogue and regional cooperation.  

 

26. They remind us that peacebuilding is a collective responsibility that 

extends beyond governments to include academia, civil society, the 

private sector and communities.  

 
27. Each has a role to play in fostering understanding, building trust and 

creating the conditions for sustainable peace and development. 

 

28. Once again, I would like to congratulate the Institute of Diplomacy 

and Foreign Relations (IDFR) and all contributors involved in the 

publication of this book.  

 
29. It is my hope that the book will serve as a valuable reference for 

policymakers, scholars and practitioners, and that today’s lecture 

will provide valuable insights into peacebuilding and development. 

 

Thank you. 


